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Mission: To maintain the house and property of the birthplace of Pearl S. Buck and to foster
her wish expressed in the book My Mother’s House that it should be “a gateway to new
thoughts and dreams and ways of life” wherein art, music and education are valued and
promoted.

Dear Friend of Pearl S. Buck,
It has been a very busy year at the Pearl S. Buck Birthplace. Foundation board
members, tour guides and volunteers have worked hard to maintain our
historic facility, provide a memorable experience for our visitors and embark on
many new projects.

Highlight of the Year
“Pearl S. Buck Living Gateway Conference”
In September, more than 100 people from across the
nation and world -- including six members of the
Board of Directors of the Birthplace Foundation -gathered on the campus of West Virginia University
to celebrate the life, legacy, and enduring impact of
Pearl S. Buck. The conference was a partnership of
the West Virginia Humanities Council, West Virginia
University, the Pearl S. Buck Birthplace Foundation,
and West Virginia Wesleyan College.

Part of West Virginia’s Pulitzer Centennial Campfires Initiative, the Pearl S. Buck Living Gateway
Conference solely focused on Mrs. Buck, winner of a 1932 Pulitzer Prize for her novel The Good Earth.
The three-day event included a keynote address, concurrent sessions on a wide range of topics, a dinner
hosted by WVU President E. Gordon Gee, and a tour of the Buck Birthplace in Hillsboro, West Virginia.

Kirk Judd speaks at the conference about the Foundation’s
Manuscript Collection. WVU serves as the steward for
Mrs. Buck's papers. More details at
https://pearlsbuck.lib.wvu.edu/partnership/foundation
(WVU photo)

Conference participants ready to board
the bus back to Morgantown following
their tour of the Birthplace.
(L. D. Bennett photo)

Meanwhile, back at the house…
The 2016 tour season got off to rocky start when a hailstorm blew through the Little Levels on May 2
causing extensive damage to both the Stulting House and the Sydenstricker Cabin. One could safely say
that it “looked like a bomb went off.”
The damage included 43 window panes blown out, paint sheared
and pitted, the widow’s walk damaged and the interior of both the
Stulting House and the Sydenstricker Cabin filled with glass shards
and debris. Two sides of the freshly painted Stulting House had to
be repainted! Much of the damage was covered by insurance and
generous donors contributed to completing the repairs.

Following interior clean up and boarding up of the windows,
the opening of the Birthplace for Mother’s Day with free tours
for the ladies went off as scheduled. Board member and
former 1st Executive Director, David Corcoran, was on hand
as we welcomed local families and first-time visitors.
Tour guides, Phyllis Lubin-Tyler and Lauren Dean Bennett,
worked tirelessly to ready the facility for tourists and the Pearl
S. Buck Birthplace opened for business, on time, for Memorial
Day weekend.
Phyllis Lubin-Tyler and Dave Corcoran

The Annual Pearl Buck Birthday Celebration was cancelled in June due to statewide flash flooding and
power outages. Following the flood event visitor numbers began to drop and remained down for the
season. However, the Birthplace was “high and dry” and remained open for tourists, guest groups and
educational events.

WVU President Gordon Gee, right, listens as
Head Tour Guide Phyllis Lubin-Tyler tells the
story of the Stulting House replica.
(WVU photo)

Writer Eric Fritzius led eighth graders from
Green Bank Elementary-Middle School
in a writing workshop. (S. Stewart photo)

Our Gift Shop is a “must see” for visitors. Now located on the main
floor of Stulting House, the shop offers books, souvenirs, local crafts
and an assortment of gift sets. Autographed books donated to the
Foundation by Pearl Buck are sold here and on our website at
pearlsbuckbirthplace.com A new item in 2017 is a CD of Pearl’s
speech to the WV Federation of Women’s Clubs during her 1970
West Virginia tour.
And yes, we now accept credit cards!

Preservation is always on our minds as we work at being good
stewards for this 150+-year-old property and its history. We
received a grant from the State Historic Preservation Office to
restore the remaining windows at Stulting House. The
matching funds were raised through generous contributions
from the Pocahontas County Commission and many, many
donors. Thank you one and all! The $24,000 project will be
completed this summer.

Preservation!
Always On Our Mind

PSBBF President B.J. Gudmundsson
receives the SHPO check from
Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin and Susan Pierce.

Left: Pearl S. Buck Birthplace is recognized at
the 50th Anniversary of the National Historic
Preservation Act.
Right: Suzanne Stewart represented
the Pearl S. Buck Birthplace during
History Day at the WV State Legislature.

2017 ~ Upcoming Events
April 22

Creative Writing Workshop

May 26

Birthplace Opens for Tours

May 27

Kite Day

June 22

Creative Writing Workshop

June 23-25

Little Levels Heritage Fair

June 25

Pearl S. Buck Birthday Celebration

Sept. 16

Creative Writing Workshop

Oct. 29

Birthplace Closes for the Winter

Looking Ahead
Creative Writing Workshops begin in April with
presenters Marc Harshman, Maria Manilla and Ace
Boggess. Elementary school students will fill the grounds
on opening weekend to fly kites they have made. Little
Levels Heritage Fair will again be held at the birthplace,
ending with our traditional Birthday Party for Pearl. And,
our new website, marketing initiative and interpretive
signs made possible by our partnership with WVU will
help enhance the visitor experience.

Since its founding in 1968 the Foundation’s work has been supported by memberships and financial
contributions. We invite you to become a member or renew your membership today! Your gift is
greatly appreciated and will help us to carry out the mission.

“I’d like to have this house filled with life, and useful things for life, so that
my mother’s extremely rich and busy and productive years, which began
there, can go on into the life of this state which she loved so well. And now
to see that life begin again in that house with her spirit there means more
to me than anything in life. I don’t know how to thank you except to say
that it is the loveliest thing to happen to me in my life.”
Thank you for your support, and visit when you can. We’d love to see you!
Sincerely,
The Board of Directors, Pearl S. Buck Birthplace Foundation, Inc.

Pearl S. Buck in WV 1970

P. O. Box 126 ~ Hillsboro, WV 24946
Your Gift Will Make a Difference! Thank You!
Become a Member! Memberships are essential to funding our day-to-day operations, but they mean so much more.
By becoming a member of Pearl S. Buck Birthplace you enable us to create and foster programs that enrich the entire
community and preserve the legacy of West Virginia’s only Pulitzer and Nobel Prize honoree in Literature. You may send
your check or money order with the form below. Members will receive our newsletter, FREE Admission to the Birthplace
and a Member Cook-Out, and a bookmark specially designed for members.

Donate! If you are not a joiner but still want to help, donations can be made through PayPal on our website at
pearlsbuckbirthplace.com You may also send your check or money order using the form below.

Leave a Legacy! People from all walks of life can make a difference in the lives that follow by making a charitable
bequest. Your “planned gift” will be distributed sometime in the future and ensure that the Birthplace will live on for those
who come after us. You may speak with your accountant, banker or attorney to learn more about leaving a legacy bequest
to the Pearl S. Buck Birthplace Foundation.
We are now enrolled in the Kroger Community Rewards Program. If you choose to support us in this way, you may do
so by enrolling online and using your Kroger Plus card when you shop at your favorite Kroger store. Just go to
kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow and enroll. Our NPO number is 90492.

Volunteer! The Birthplace relies on volunteers to help keep our doors open and provide the best possible experience
for visitors. If you or your group is interested in volunteering, contact us for an overview of opportunities!

Want to do more? You can help with our Membership Drive by asking your friends to become a member!

YES, I want to support the Pearl S. Buck Birthplace Foundation!
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Phone and/or email: _____________________________________________________________________
( ) $1,000.00 – “My Mother’s House” - Lifetime Membership (also includes recognition at Birthplace and
on website, and PSB autographed book)
( ) $ 500.00 – “The Good Earth” - One-year Corporate Membership (also includes recognition at Birthplace
and on website)
( ) $

50.00 – “Fighting Angel” - One-year Family Membership

( ) $

25.00 – “ East Wind, West Wind” - One-year Single Membership

( ) Donation in the amount of _____________________________
( ) I am interested in Volunteering. My primary area(s) of interest include:
_________________________________________________________________________________
Please mail to: Pearl S. Buck Birthplace Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 126
Hillsboro, WV 24946

Pearl S. Buck Birthplace Foundation, Inc. is a
private, nonprofit organization, exempt under
section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code. As such, gifts
to the organization are tax-deductible to the
extent allowed by law.

